2 LEXISEDUCATION

Visual representation: a great strategy to
support EAL students

Visual representation categorises and organises ideas in a particular way. This broad term encompass-
es other terms such as graphic outline, structured overview and concept map. It is one of a number of
pre-reading strategies which assists students to gain meaning from the text by:

1. providing a context for reading which helps to activate existing knowledge of the topic

2. enabling students to establish a purpose for their reading

3. helping students predict what the text will be about.

ADVANTAGES OF USING VISUAL REPRESENTATION
FOR EAL STUDENTS

e Visual representation teaches students how to recognise and use textual clues (eg heading,
sub- headings, graphics). Ideally, these features support the reader of the text; particularly long,
complex texts. Many students are not sure of the function of these text features and so frequently
ignore them. They are thus deprived of valuable information and support.

e It helps students to recognise typical structures used in texts — the more familiar they are with
the ways these texts are organised and presented, the more able they will be to read a wide range
of texts independently and effectively. Exposure alone to a wide range of texts will not necessari-
ly enable students to develop this skill of being successful readers.

e It shows students how an author has presented and organised his/her ideas and enables students
to identify texts which are well organised and helps them in their own writing. It also enables
students to identify texts which are not well organised and fosters a healthy critical eye.

e It enables students to make judgments about the suitability of a text for their particular reading
purpose.

e It enables students to practise important skills such as:

* previewing techniques and predicting

o skimming and scanning
o note-making and summarising.

*  Once students have had considerable experience in developing them, visual representation can

be a useful tool for independent research and learning.

ADVANTAGES OF USING VISUAL REPRESENTATION
FOR TEACHERS

Visual representation can also assist teachers in the selection of appropriate teaching/learning resources
by helping them to:
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e identify texts that could be useful models for student writing
¢ identify illogical structures, gaps in content or graphics provided and superfluous material.

SOME EXAMPLES OF VISUAL REPRESENTATION

CROSS-SECTION THROUGH A COMPOSITE VOLCANO (OR STRATOVOLCANO):

https://encrypted-tbn2.gstatic.com/images?q=tbn:ANd9GcQLFd50wRB_5xoudyfzmXUaY8ugex6IN6kpiAWShSYLs29xwrEe

1. Large magma chamber 9. Layers of lava emitted by the volcano
2. Bedrock 10. Throat

3. Conduit (pipe) 11. Parasitic cone

4. Base 12. Lava flow

5. Sill 13.Vent

6. Branch pipe 14.Crater

7. Layers of ash emitted by the volcano 15. Ash cloud

8. Flank

Flow of information in Sequential Explanations

i 2. The water vapour rises and is typically pushed over the land by winds and forced
up because of mountains. As the water vapour rises, it cools and turns back into tiny
i water droplets. This change from vapour to liquid droplets is termed condensation.
As more and more droplets come together, clouds are formed.

3. When the droplets
forming the clouds
become too heavy,
they fall back to Earth
as rain or as ice
crystals (hail and
snow) or a mixture of
both (sleet). These
phenomena are
called precipitation.

energy evaporates water from
the oceans, lakes and rivers.
The water vapour rises into the
atmosphere. This process is
called evaporation.

4. The precipitation finally seeps through the ground or
. falls directly into streams, rivers and lakes and, because
of gravity, eventually finds its way into the oceans. When
the water is exposed to the sun, the cycle begins again.
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CORROSION

1.What is 2.Processes in 3.Electron 4. Preventing
corrosion? corrosion transfer corrosion
Dry Wet Writing Electrochemical Surface  Electrochemical
corrosion corrosion an overall cells protection protection
equation
Half cells Impressed  Sacrificial
current anode
Metals for
sacrificial
anodes
5.Summary

Electrochemical series

Figure 9: Signposting for students the sequence and organisation of a unit of work on
corrosion
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