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Vocabulary in fiction

Activity – Exploring the language of 
storytelling

20 minutes

5.1

What is happening in this part of the story? 

What language has the writer chosen to create the story’s events 
and suspense? 

1. Identify the verbs expressing the physical actions and mental 
processes. 

2. What things or people are involved and are any attributes of 
these mentioned?

3. Where, when and how are those actions happening?

Other than the vocabulary, is there anything else to say about the 
language of this extract specifically?

After a long and tiring 
15 minutes in pitch black 
except for a stream 
of light from Wendy’s 
mobile, they came to 
a building with cracks 
going to and fro across 
the wall. They noticed a 
silhouette of someone 
upstairs carrying a head, 
but what they didn’t 
notice was the sign 
outside. They knocked 
on the door. There was 
no answer. Bill, good at 
picking locks, didn’t have 
to worry about leaving 
his custom-made wire 
back in the car since the 
door was open. Their 
faces were white with 
fear not knowing what 
could happen. They 
carefully walked upstairs 
towards the light they 
had seen from the road. 
As they came onto the 
landing, they saw the 
light from the room under 
the door. Once again, 
they knocked, and once 
again, there was no 
answer.

Worksheet 1 – Exploring the language of storytelling

Writer 10-year-old student

Genre Narrative

Subject English 

Title ‘Bill and Wendy’ 

Module 5  |  Option 1  |  Developing students’ vocabulary

82  |  © Lexis Education  |  3L: Language and literacy for learning

Introduction5.0

Reflection13 minutes 

• Reflect on the between module activities and 

readings from the previous module.

• Open PowerPoint: Module 5 – Option 1 and read the 

title of the module.

• Show Slide 2 and play the video.

15 minutes in total
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Worksheet 1 – The language of storytelling

After a long and tiring 15 minutes in pitch black except 
for a stream of light from Wendy’s mobile, they came to 
a building with cracks going to and fro across the wall.  
They noticed a silhouette of someone upstairs carrying 
a head but what they didn’t notice was the sign 
outside.  They knocked on the door.  There was no 
answer.  Bill, good at picking locks, didn’t have to worry 
about leaving his custom-made wire back in the car 
since the door was open.  Their faces were white with 
fear not knowing what could happen.  They carefully 
walked upstairs towards the light they had seen from 
the road.  As they came onto the landing, they saw the 
light from the room under the door.  Once again, they 
knocked and once again there was no answer.

Other than the vocabulary, is there 
anything else to say about the language 
of this extract specifically?
These examples are working less with the 
content and more with the grammar. Coming 
after two long sentences, the two short 
sentences are like the sound of the knocking 
itself. The repetition of these two clauses in the 
last sentence along with the repetition of ‘once 
again’ show how the grammar itself is 
constructing two more knocks.

The teaching points here are: 
• it is good to know that very short sentences 

can be used but when to use them and why 
are crucial

• repetition can be used to great effect, such 
as to create suspense.
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Vocabulary in fiction

Activity – Exploring the language of 
storytelling

• Direct participants to Worksheet 1 and ask them to 

read the text extract. 

• Show Slides 3–7, clicking to animate the blue texts 

and the new information.  

• Ask participants to annotate the text as you go through 

the slides and use the green, red and blue highlighters 

they have brought along to analyse the text. 

• Discuss any questions the participants may have 

after each slide.  

20 minutes

5.1

40 minutes in total

Worksheet 1 – The language of storytelling

After a long and tiring 15 minutes in pitch black except 
for a stream of light from Wendy’s mobile, they came to 
a building with cracks going to and fro across the wall.  
They noticed a silhouette of someone upstairs carrying 
a head but what they didn’t notice was the sign 
outside.  They knocked on the door.  There was no 
answer.  Bill, good at picking locks, didn’t have to worry 
about leaving his custom-made wire back in the car 
since the door was open.  Their faces were white with 
fear not knowing what could happen.  They carefully 
walked upstairs towards the light they had seen from 
the road.  As they came onto the landing, they saw the 
light from the room under the door.  Once again, they 
knocked and once again there was no answer.

Genre Narrative

Subject English

Title ’Bill and Wendy’

What is happening in this part of 
the story?

The two people are doing a lot of 
things. They’ve driven somewhere 
remote – in the middle of nowhere 
– and got lost and have come to 
an old, rundown house. It’s pretty 
scary. 
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